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Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Thursday May 15th, 2025 

 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call: Chair Booth called the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Those present at the meeting were Supervisors 
Greg Booth, Greg Bennett, Arlene Schmit, Bob Johnson, Keith Card and Clerk Jenna Ruggles. Others in 
attendance included Road Contractor: Ryan Bodell, Road Engineer: Bryan Drown, PC Chair: Dave 
Johnson, Road Committee member: Scott Hendrickson, and resident Kevin Kleinschmidt. The sign-in 
sheet is attached.  
 

Agenda: Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennett and the motion carried.   
 

Public Input: Mr. Kleinschmidt was present to discuss his application for a Business Permit at his 
Commercial Park location. After a brief description of his business and property the Board was in favor of 
his application and Supervisor Bennett moved to approve a General Business Permit and building 
permit for TJ Specialty to expand at their current location per the PC Recommendation, seconded 
by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. PC Chair Johnson also had some public input; he asked the 
Board how they would feel about a new sign on Hwy 210. This sign would need to have a variance as it is 
being proposed much larger than the ordinance currently allows in Sylvan Township. The Board stated 
that they are not typically in favor of giving variances, as they don’t want to set a precedence that it is 
okay not to follow the ordinance.  
 

Clerk/Treasurers Report: 
• Meeting Minutes – Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the Board Meeting minutes from 

May 1st, 2025 as amended, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the motion carried. 
• Financials – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve the financial statements from April 2025, 

seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried. 
 

Old Business/Reports:   
• Bryan Drown, Road Project Engineer, Bolton & Menk – was present and provided costs for 

blade leveling and reclaiming for both 33rd Ave and 132nd Street. After discussion Supervisor 
Bennett moved to approve an Amendment to the 2025 Road Project with Anderson 
Brothers to do reclaiming on 132nd Street SW (West side of Township) and on 33rd Avenue 
SW (from 210 to just past 12602), seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. 

• Ryan Bodell, Road Contractor, Bodell Landscape & Excavation – was present and let the 
Board know that he has completed filling some holes and removing some trees from the Road 
Review work orders. He also has added some of the signs but is waiting for the sign order to be 
delivered to finish that up. He plans on bringing in dirt next week for 11th Ave and Beaver Dam 
roads. 

• Supervisors reported that they are considering adding signs indicating road tonnage on some 
roads and that we need to add a RR approach sign on Crow Wing River Drive SW. Chair Booth is 
looking at developing a Resolution for adopting the County’s ATV Ordinance. Supervisor Johnson 
reached out to BNSF regarding paving approaches in their right-aways off of the Township roads 
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that are being damaged by ATVs, he is waiting to hear back. Clerk Ruggles got the okay and 
permit from MnDOT to do work in their right-aways. 

• Supervisor Bennett provided the Planning Commission report, he indicated that both Kevin 
Kleinschmidt and Mr. Devries were present. Mr. Devries received a letter inquiring if he had a 
business at his parcel on County Rd 18, after discussion the PC provided a recommendation to the 
Board that there was no business there and that if Mr. Devries wanted to continue to bring 
business from BIR to there – he would need a permit and possible re-zoning. The PC also 
discussed a possible dog kennel business going in around 43rd Avenue area and that the Sylvan 
Park burn was postponed and no date is set. 

• Supervisor Johnson provided the Pillager area Fire report, and it is attached to these minutes. 
Highlights include that Sylvan had 8 out of 25 fire runs for April and the department is almost full 
with 1 more opening and that one firefighter still in training. 

• Sylvan Park mowing contract was denied by Northwoods Lawn and Landscape (Cremers) after 
Board approval at the last meeting. Supervisor Bennett moved to have Blue Ox continue with 
the Sylvan Park mowing contract, seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. 

• Joint Community Trail with Baxter was briefly discussed, it looks like both grants were 
approved, there is just a waiting period for the second grant to be announced. Work for the trail 
will begin in 2026. 
 

New Business: 
• Sylvan Cemetery fees were briefly discussed, and it was a consensus to keep Sylvan Cemetery 

fees similar to Gull River Cemetery’s and Chair Booth said he would write something up. 
• There was no discussion needed for the minor subdivision on 13th and Crow Drive as it looks to be 

more of a parcel split and the Board had no concerns. 
• MATIT premiums were tabled until next meeting, so more information could be obtained. 
• Contracts for Services were reviewed with the following motions being made. 

o Cass County EDC: Supervisor Card moved to approve signing a contract for services 
with Cass County Economic Development Council for the Executive Membership 
at $500, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 

o 2-1-1 First Call for Help: Supervisor Bennett moved to approve signing a contract for 
services with 2-1-1 First Call for Help at $150, seconded by Supervisor Card and the 
motion carried. 

o Support Within Reach: Supervisor Bennett moved to approve signing a contract for 
services with Support Within Reach at $150, seconded by Supervisor Card and the 
motion carried. 

o Faith in Action: Supervisor Schmit moved to approve signing a contract for services 
with Faith in Action at $250, seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. 

o BiCap was reviewed and not approved at this time. 
• Emergency Mtmg Survey was tabled until the next meeting. 
• Supervisor Bennett was accepted to the Local Government Advisory Council with Sourcewell. 

  

Other Township Business: 
• Correspondence – was read including a resident complaint, which was passed along to Cass 

County as well and a request for lawn care services. 
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• Reviewing Claims – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve claim numbers 026016 to 026022 
and EFT claim numbers E25051501 to E25051505 in the amount of $31,511.51 and the payroll 
numbers AP25051601 – AP25051602 in the amount of $2,968.15 for a total of $34,479.66 
seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried.  

• Other Business – included the following. 
o Trespassing and loitering on Township property was discussed, and Supervisor Bennett 

said he was going to reach out to Mr. Person, Township Attorney, for more details. 
o Clerk Ruggles presented the proposal for the Assistant Deputy Clerk Internship position 

and the Board agreed to have her start on June 1st. 
 

Adjournment: Supervisor Schmit moved to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion 
carried with the meeting adjourning at 9:25 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by,  
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Jenna Ruggles, Clerk     Greg Booth, Chair 

 
These minutes were approved as amended on June 5, 2025 by Supervisor Schmit, seconded by Supervisor 
Card and the motion carried with Supervisors Bennett, Card, Johnson, Schmit and Booth.   
 
 
Date: 6.5.2025 
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