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Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Thursday July 17th, 2025 

 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call: Chair Booth called the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Those present at the meeting were Supervisors 
Greg Booth, Greg Bennett, Arlene Schmit, Bob Johnson, and Clerk Jenna Ruggles. Supervisor Keith Card 
had an excused absence and Deputy Clerk Intern Zubeyde Alici-Krousey was in attendance. Others in 
attendance included Road Contractor: Ryan Bodell and Road Engineer: Bryan Drown, PC Chair: Dave 
Johnson, Pillager Council Member Wade Mortensen, and resident Mike Belisle. The sign-in sheet is 
attached.  
 

Agenda: Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennett and the motion carried.   
 

Public Input:  
• Pillager Council Member Mortensen was here to discuss the pier that some residents would like 

to add at the Wildwood Cemetery location on the river. It was determined during the discussion 
that Sylvan Township would not have any liability or interest for the pier. The City of Pillager is 
working with the residents and their insurance company, and this project is proposed to be 
completed this summer. 

• Mr. Belisle was present to discuss the 2025 Road Project, specifically the work on 132nd St SW. He 
addressed the Board with his concerns and comments. The Board let him know that they work 
hard to make every resident happy with the road projects. Mr. Belisle also had questions and 
concerns with ditches, new ATV laws, and snowmobile trails that the Board discussed with him. 

• PC Chair Johnson was present to discuss the following.  
o He provided the Board with a heads up that Anderson Brothers is going to expand their 

pit and will be applying for a new permit which requires a public hearing. They are hoping 
to start the application process next month with a public hearing in September, if the 
Board agrees. 

o He let the Board know that he will attempt another weed pulling session (5:30-6:30) next 
Tuesday at Sylvan Park with a committee meeting to follow. 

o He discussed the Big Bear Trail resident issues with all the junk vehicles and how our 
ordinance allows the Board to fine him or take him to court if he doesn’t clean up. 

o He provided the Board with a heads up that the Planning Commission is going to have the 
Comp Plan, SCO, STR Ordinance, and the ATV Ordinance all ready for review and public 
hearings within the next 2 months. 

 

Clerk/Treasurers Report: 
• Meeting Minutes – Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the Board Meeting minutes from 

July 3rd, 2025 as presented, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the motion carried. 
• Financials – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve the financial statements from June 2025 

and July 1st - 15th, 2025, seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried. 
• Budgets – were provided for the Supervisors to review at a later date. 
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Old Business/Reports:   
• Bryan Drown, Road Project Engineer, Bolton & Menk – let the Board know that the 2025 

Road Project should be completed within the next 2 weeks, weather dependent. He provided the 
contractor’s pay request. Supervisor Bennett moved to approve payment in the amount of 
$433,332.72 per the pay request when the funding comes in from the Certificate of 
Indebtedness, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 

• Ryan Bodell, Road Contractor, Bodell Landscape & Excavation – let the Board know that he 
took down a couple of trees (Oak Ridge, West Sylvan, and Upper Sylvan), he removed the stumps 
at the Town Hall, he worked in Sylvan Park a bit and met with Roger from Fairview to discuss the 
turnaround. Roger said that after discussing the situation with their attorney they cannot have 
the resident move his driveway and so they are requesting a new permanent easement from them 
and the County to create a new turnaround. 

• Road Supervisors reported – they had some residents report trees that Bodell took down, there 
was a driveway completed, and a few residents reported thistles. Supervisor Schmit asked about a 
quote to patch Happy Go Lucky Road, she’ll reach out to Anderson Brothers. 

• Weeds – Chair Booth discussed weed control and let Bodell, and the other Supervisors know that 
we can mow further in the ditches if it is to eliminate an invasive weed, like thistles. He also 
stated that August 1st is when we can do the next full mow and go 2 swipes in the road right-
aways. 

• Sign order was discussed and how they lost our original order and they are providing us with a 
small discount for the trouble.    

• Pillager Area Fire Protection Association report was provided and is attached. Highlights 
included that the latest 3 applicants have completed their training, the new headsets are installed 
and training will start soon. They will be ordering new turnout gear for 4 fighters, they will be at 
the Pillager Fair, they are still having IT issues, and Engine 1 needs a few upgrades which will be 
paid for with $11,000 from gambling funds. Sylvan had 14 out of 38 runs in June 2025. 

• Pillager Lake Park Report was provided and is attached. Highlights include that the new boat 
ramp is completed, the first weed pull treatment has been completed and they’ll be back in 
August for the second one. The Park Board is looking into creating application and paperwork for 
renting the pavilion.   
 

New Business: 
• Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the newsletter with corrections to be printed and 

mailed out, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 
• Supervisor Bennett moved to approve of having Supervisors Card and Johnson attend the 

Cass County Emergency Management full scale exercise training in September, seconded 
by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried.  

  

Other Township Business: 
• Correspondence – was read including the Cass Co Association of Lakes Newsletter and the Cass 

County Tax Settlement deposit. 
• Review Claims – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve claim numbers 026036 to 026038 

and EFT claim numbers E25071701 to E25071704 in the amount of $5,311.26 and the payroll 
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numbers AP25071701 – AP25071703 in the amount of $3,258.91 for a total of $8,570.17 
seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried.  

• Other Business – included the following. 
o Grants – Clerk Ruggles let the Board know that the grants for Sourcewell are open and 

that there were a couple of changes, she also passed this along to the Grant Committee 
and will be scheduling a meeting with them soon. 

o Boost Grant – for Sylvan Park was filled out and ready to submit with permission. 
Supervisor Bennett moved to approve submitting the Boost Grant for $2000 for 
Sylvan Park upgrades, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 

 

Adjournment: Supervisor Schmit moved to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion 
carried with the meeting adjourning at 8:53 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by,  
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Jenna Ruggles, Clerk     Greg Booth, Chair 

 
These minutes were approved as amended on August 7, 2025 by Supervisor, seconded by Supervisor and 
the motion carried with Supervisors Card, Johnson, Schmit and Booth.   
 
 
Date: 08.07.2028 
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