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SYLVAN TOWNSHIP 

 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

May 8, 2025 7:00 PM 
                                                                      (Recorded for Transcription Purposes Only) 

      

CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ROLL CALL: Chair Dave Johnson called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and the Pledge of Allegiance was said. Roll Call: Vickie 

Kettlewell, Terry Quick, Dave Skogen, Chair Dave Johnson, Board Liaison, Greg Bennett, Scott 

Hendrickson and Deputy Clerk, Colleen Putnam. The sign-in sheet is attached. 
 

Agenda: Terry Quick moved to approve the amended agenda, seconded by Vickie Kettlewell 

and the motion carried.  
  
Minutes: April 10, 2025 PC Meeting amend/approve: Scott Hendrickson moved to approve 

the minutes, seconded by Vickie Kettlewell and the motion carried.  
 

Public Input:  

 Kevin Kleinschmidt – TJ Specialty: Had previously built a storage building in the 

Sylvan Commercial Park for personal use. He has now sold his office building and needs to 

relocate and would like to change from personal use to business and is applying for a general 

business permit. Kevin has submitted the application and the necessary plans, specs and 

certificate of survey. Kevin stated they will need to add on to one end of the building for storage 

and add an office to the other end of the building. Kevin will be hooking up to the community 

drain field. The Planning Commission members looked over his application and plans. After 

further discussion Dave Skogen moved to recommend the Town Board approve Kevin 

Kleinschmidt’s general business permit and building permit do to the additions for TJ 

Specialty as he has submitted all the necessary paperwork and meets all the requirements 

for the permit, seconded by Terry Quick. The question was called and the motion carried.  

 Taylor and Cassie Dutton: Are present tonight inquiring about opening a dog 

boarding/grooming business at their residence located at 12044 Spring Rd, Pillager MN. They 

have 5.4 acres. Another option is a parcel by Swede’s. Either place are in residential areas. They 

are looking at boarding/grooming 8 – 10 dogs. They have an attached heated garage that would 

be for night runs and a horse barn out front of the home that could be used as an outdoor kennel 

with fence runs. The outdoor runs would have double fencing. They would be approximately 

between 125 - 200 feet from the neighbors’ home. They will be using holding tanks for dog 

cleanup. After further discussion it was decided to have Taylor and Cassie submit a map showing 

where the homes and roads are located and also measure showing the distance from the homes to 

where the runs would be located. They were given the business packet with the application to 

complete. Greg Bennett will discuss this at the next Town Board meeting and inform the PC 

what the Board’s thoughts are.  

 Billy DeVries: Billy is present tonight as he received a letter from the Planning 

Commission regarding the possibility of him operating a business in a storage building/shop at 
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12745 County Rd. 18, Brainerd. He works at BIR. He stated he is using the building for storage 

but also does some work on his personal items such as fabrication, but he stated he does work for 

friends and also brings items from BIR. There was discussion he cannot bring any items from 

BIR to that location otherwise it becomes an extension to BIR which would require a permit and 

would not be permitted as there is no home at the location. There was also discussion should he 

decide to open a business at that location he would need to build a home at that location. Billy 

stated his plan is to build a home in the future. After further discussion it was decided he is not 

operating a business at that location. Scott Hendrickson moved to recommend to the Town 

Board they take no action on this as it is for personal use and not a business, seconded by 

Dave Skogen. The question was called and the motion carried. 
   

Correspondence Received:  Cass County Permit Log – April 2025:  There were 13 building 

permits for the month of April, 3 SSTS permits and 3 Shoreland Alterations.   

 

Correspondence Sent: None  

 

Reports:  

Greg Bennett, Town Board Liaison: Items discussed at previous Town Board 

meetings:  

1. The 2025 road projects came in lower than expected so the Board is looking at doing 

132nd and 33rd. Greg stated after the discussion at our previous PC meeting because 

Dave and Scott mentioned blading the roads no decision was made due to having the 

engineer redo the engineering bid. Greg asked them if in the future they have ideas 

on other roads to please let them know before any estimates have been finalized. 

2. Ryan Bodell is out this week fixing the damage done by the wing. 

3. Greg stated he had seen large trucks with boulders driving on the Township roads 

while the road restrictions were still on. He questioned how does the Township 

handle that. It was discussed to call the Company and if no action is taken then call 

the Cass County Sheriff’s office.  

4. Corner Store liquor permit was renewed. 

5. Parks and cemetery mowing contract has been approved for this summer.  

6. Short Term Rental Ordinance was looked at with the Board approving the changes 

but will wait until we do the renumbering. 

 

At this time Dave Johnson asked if the Town Board has done anything regarding the 

vehicles on Big Bear Trail. The resident said he is not running a business. The Board is 

still working on it and looking at the Ordinance. 

 

 Previous Board Minutes: You received in your packets, please read them over for your 

information. 

 

Old Business:  

Comp Plan: Need to work on the appendix section and get the numbers  

from the census if possible. Vickie stated she did not have time this month but will work on it 

and get the information from Cass County’s data and bring it back to next month’s meeting. 
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Sylvan Park: Some of the park committee met at the park and planted 25 trees. Vickie 

took some pictures and will email them to be put on the website and newsletter. The planned 

burn has not happened yet. Dave Johnson stated he is working on getting a couple used benches 

and also a picnic table. Jenna is going to work on getting a different map that shows the trails, 

etc. Possibly take it to a printing company.  

 

Cass County STR Ordinance: Was discussed under Greg Bennett’s report. 

 

New Business:   

 Minor Subdivision – Franzen: Jake Franzen has submitted an application to Cass 

County for a minor subdivision located on 13th Avenue. The Planning Commission members 

looked it over and had no concerns, it will go to the Town Board now for their review.   

  

Other Business: 

 Concern: Terry Quick wanted to let the Planning Commission members to be aware there 

was a homeless person parked on Township land on County Road 36 and the highlines. Terry 

stated he called Cass County Sheriff’s office regarding this. They informed Terry someone else 

had called and they talked to him informing him he has 14 days at that location and then he needs 

to move on. 

 

 Annual Reviews:  

None    

                    

Announcements: Read 

 

Adjournment: Terry Quick moved to adjourn, seconded by Vickie Kettlewell and the motion 

carried with the meeting being adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

 

Minutes submitted by: 

 

____________________________ 

Colleen Putnam, Deputy Clerk 

 

 

 

PC member Scott Hendrickson approved the minutes as presented, seconded by Dave Skogen 

and the motion carried. 

 

 

Date: 6-12-25 


