
Sylvan Township 
12956  24th Avenue SW, Pillager, MN  56473 

phone: (218) 746-3652 / fax: (218) 746-3612 /e-mail: info@sylvantwp.com/Web-site: www.sylvantwp.com 

10.02.2025 Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting Page 1 
 

 
Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Thursday October 2nd, 2025 
 

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call: Chair Booth called the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Those present at the meeting were Supervisors 
Greg Booth, Greg Bennett, Arlene Schmit, Bob Johnson, Keith Card and Clerk Jenna Ruggles. Others in 
attendance included Road Contractor: Ryan Bodell and PC Chair: Dave Johnson. The sign-in sheet is 
attached.  
 

Agenda: Supervisor Bennett moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Supervisor 
Card and the motion carried.   
 

Public Input: Mr. Johnson was present to let the Board know that he hired Wilde North to evaluate 
Sylvan Park and put together an action plan to help strengthen the plants and trees by finding a 
combination that fits well in the different areas throughout the park. He also reported that someone has 
now stolen his temporary Park sign for turning left off of Upper Sylvan Road. 
 

Clerk/Treasurers Report: 
• Public Hearing Minutes – Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the meeting minutes for the 

Public Hearing held on September 18th, 2025 as presented, seconded by Supervisor Bennett 
and the motion carried. 

• Meeting Minutes – Supervisor Card moved to approve the Board Meeting minutes from 
September 18th, 2025 as amended, seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried. 

• Financials – were tabled for next meeting. 
• Update – was provided by Clerk Ruggles that Pine River State Bank said they could possibly add 

to our Certificate of Indebtedness in place of provided us with a short-term loan if needed. The 
Board asked that Clerk Ruggles also ask MidMN FCU. 

 

Old Business/Reports:   
• Bryan Drown, Road Project Engineer, Bolton & Menk – not present; nothing to report. 
• Ryan Bodell, Road Contractor, Bodell Landscape & Excavation – reported that they were 

busy filling potholes on 25th, adding delineators to Acorn, removing large trash from Lake Placid 
Blvd, and brushing on Arrowhead and Lake Placid. 

• Road Supervisors reported –  
o Supervisor Schmit reported the following. 

 MN Power is out working in the road right-of-way around Upper Sylvan and 
Scearcyville moving and burying power lines. 

 There were beavers and otters causing issues in Bigwater area, they’ve been caught 
and Bodell will go out and clean up the damaged areas to get water flowing again. 
There is also a resident who wants help to get a beaver out of her property. 

 The speed limit sign and post have been stolen off Bigwater Drive. 
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 Upper Sylvan has several dead trees that she would like Bodell to take down when 
they do the brushing – after discussion Clerk Ruggles will send out letters to the 
abutting residents letting them know. 

 Sylvan Lane/Lower Sylvan Drive resident on the corner wants the berm added 
back in – after discussion Clerk Ruggles will try to get a phone number for Mr. 
Newbauer. 

o Supervisor Johnson reported the following. 
 Cleaned up a dead deer from the ditch in front of a residence on Wilderness. 
 Has a driveway permit for resident on Barnett Road – discussion on this regarding 

having a second driveway that doesn’t follow the Ordinance for distance. He 
thinks this is the best spot to add the second driveway at this location. Supervisor 
Johnson moved to allow for a 2nd driveway which will not be compliant with 
the Driveway and Road Ordinance on Barnett Road for parcel #41-119-3201, 
seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion was amended by Supervisor Johnson 
to include this parcel and structure is to be used for personal use only and is 
not for commercial use, this was seconded again by Supervisor Card and the 
motions were voted on. The amended motion was passed unanimously, then the 
original motion was called and passed unanimously. This permit will also be only 
one fee per the Board as the 2 driveways are being completed with one permit. 

o Supervisor Bennett reported the following. 
 He spoke with the City of Baxter regarding the Joint Community Trail, and the 

process is moving forward. He would like the Board to amend their original 
Resolution of Support for the project with the updated trail location; Clerk Ruggles 
will have that for the next meeting.  

o Lake Placid Blvd was discussed. The resident on the end where the road is dirt sent in an 
email for the Board asking them to consider paving the road or abandoning that section. 
Discussion included that the Board is not currently paving it as it only benefits the one 
resident and the paving budget has been exhausted for this year and next. As for 
abandoning the road – it must have not been maintained by the Township for over 20 
years to abandon per state statutes. The email also indicated that the road has been 
missed several times for plowing and grading. Contractor Bodell said he would go check 
on it next week and remind his team to go to the end. 

• Sylvan Cemetery was briefly discussed; Chair Booth let the Board know that he has been 
reaching out to the neighbors regarding the land and that he spoke with Bryan (Bolton 
Menk) to inquire about having the cemetery surveyed. 
 

New Business: none at this meeting. 
  

Other Township Business: 
• Correspondence – was read including the Cass Co Sheriff’s report, Sheriff’s report for Short-

Term Rentals, a couple deposits, and an email from MN Power explaining the ROW project and 
area. 

• Review Claims – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve claim numbers 030007 to 030009 
and EFT claim numbers E25100201 to E25100206 in the amount of $1,521.95 and the payroll 
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numbers AP25100301 – AP25100314 in the amount of $7,274.20 for a total of $8,796.15 
seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried.  

• Other Business – included the following. 
o Chair Booth is still waiting for a cost for the Emergency Weather Siren. Clerk Ruggles 

submitted grant request for Impact Funding and Internship (round 2) with Sourcewell. 
Also submitted and finalized were the final Internship (round 1) paperwork and Solar 
Project Boost Funding and MCPA Grant. 

o Clerk Ruggles showed the Board the website for viewing the solar activity and energy 
generated.  

 

Adjournment: Supervisor Schmit moved to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion 
carried with the meeting adjourning at 8:15 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by,  
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Jenna Ruggles, Clerk     Greg Booth, Chair 

 
These minutes were approved as amended on October 16, 2025 by Supervisor Schmit, seconded by 
Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried with Supervisors Bennett, Card, Johnson, Schmit and Booth.   
 
 
Date: 10.16.2025 
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