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Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Thursday September 18th, 2025 

 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call: Chair Booth called the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
to order at 6:40pm immediately following the Public Hearing where the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
Those present at the meeting were Supervisors Greg Booth, Greg Bennett, Arlene Schmit, Bob Johnson, 
Keith Card and Clerk Jenna Ruggles. Others in attendance included Road Contractor: Ryan Bodell and 
Road Engineer: Bryan Drown, PC Chair: Dave Johnson, and resident Jon Smith, Emily Olson, and Joe 
Zelinson. The sign-in sheet is attached.  
 

Agenda: Supervisor Card moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Supervisor 
Johnson and the motion carried.   
 

Public Input: Mr. Johnson provided a Sylvan Park update that the big tree near the picnic table and a 
nice flower bed have been planted. 
Mr. Smith was present with his roommates Ms. Olson and Mr. Zelinson to discuss a plan to clean up his 
property on Big Bear Trail. Mr. Smith was sent a letter regarding multiple vehicles and junk on his 
property from the Board and asked him to go to the PC Meeting to discuss options. He did attend the last 
PC meeting, and they asked him to come up with a plan and timeframe for getting the property cleaned 
up. He presented to the Board that he will start to get the property cleaned up now starting with 
inoperable vehicles and a portion of the scrap metal/parts. A minimum of 2 cars per month will be 
removed before the snowfalls. They will then move the operable vehicles that are near the wetland away 
from the wetland. They will continue to work on this process with an end date of November 1st, 2026. 
After discussion the Board approved of the plan but added that they would like to have a representative 
from the PC and Board come out periodically to make sure progress is being made. Mr. Johnson (for the 
PC) and Supervisor Card will be the representatives and will go out next week to get a count on the 
vehicles and idea of what still needs to be completed. 
 

Clerk/Treasurers Report: 
• Meeting Minutes – Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the Board Meeting minutes from 

September 4th, 2025 as presented, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the motion carried. 
• Financials – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve the financial statements from August 

2025, seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried. 
 

Old Business/Reports:   
• Bryan Drown, Road Project Engineer, Bolton & Menk – provided the Board with the Final Pay 

Estimate #3 from Anderson Brothers for the 2025 Road Project. There was discussion regarding 
West Sylvan Drive and how it did not hold up during the last storm. Supervisor Schmit felt that 
Anderson Brothers should be responsible for a share of the cost for some of the storm damage 
cleanup as the shoulders were steep and no mesh blanket was added to protect them. She feels 
they have done a better job on other roads in the past. After this discussion Supervisor Bennett 
moved to approve the Pay Estimate #3 from Anderson Brothers, seconded by Supervisor 
Card and the motion carried with Supervisors Booth, Bennett, Johnson, and Card in favor and 
Supervisor Schmit not in favor. 
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• Ryan Bodell, Road Contractor, Bodell Landscape & Excavation – reported to the Board that 
he has been busy finished some mowing on 33rd and patched a few holes on 13th and 122nd. Then 
Friday after the storm they did a lot of clean-up on West Sylvan, a little on Lower Sylvan, 13th 

graded, and Acorn has some ditch issues and needed some gravel, fixed Clark and other washouts. 
Going to get some delineators in on Acorn to stop the residents from driving in the ditch. 

• Road Supervisors reported – Supervisor Schmit and Johnson had report of storm damage which 
were discussed with Ryan Bodell. 

o Supervisor Johnson reported that one of the new signs was vandalized, he will try to fix it.    
o Supervisor Bennett reported that there was a meeting for the 210 round-about and that we 

have the newest tentative plans. Next step is that Sylvan and the City of Pillager need to 
meet and decide on a percentage for the shared costs and future maintenance plans. 

• PC Report was provided by Supervisor Bennett, including that Mr. Smith was at the meeting. 
They also discussed the Comp Plan and Ordinances; these should be available for review in a 
month or so. They also reported that the 2 variances with Cass County did pass.  

• Pillager Lake Park Report was provided by Supervisor Schmit and included only that the park 
had a large hole of sand that washed into the lake during the storm. She had Bodell go out and 
pull it back out of the lake and will review the beach next spring to see if additional sand is 
needed.   
 

New Business: 
• Public Lands Policy was discussed on what should be included. Also discussed was changing the 

name of the Deer Stand Policy to Hunting Regulations Policy. 
• Sylvan Cemetery was discussed including that Chair Booth has marked a grave out there for a 

Yde resident and there have been other discussions on where residents are located. Clerk Ruggles 
will be looking into some software programs for managing the cemetery. Chair Booth will look at 
getting a survey done and the possibility of pins being added for ease of finding plots.  

• Supervisor Bennett moved to approve signing the audit engagement letter from CarlsonSV, 
seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried. 

• Supervisor Bennett moved to pass Resolution 2025-12: Sylvan Township Upgrades Project, 
seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 

• Discussion regarding the Cass County Junk Yard Policy in the Land Use Ordinance was discussed. 
The Board feels that because Cass County is busy with higher level criminal cases the reports for 
these parcels are pushed back. The Board will start working to get these parcels cleaned up one at 
a time by sending letters out and providing resources if available to the residents. Next on the list 
are 1 or 2 in the Scearcyville area. 

  

Other Township Business: 
• Correspondence – was read including the Cass Co Emergency Management training, 4 deposits, 

and a returned certified mail (which the vehicles were moved that it corresponded to). 
• Review Claims – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve claim numbers 030005 to 030006 

and EFT claim numbers E25091801 to E25091809 in the amount of $47,093.48 and the 
payroll numbers AP25091501 – AP25091503 in the amount of $4,158.89 for a total of 
$51,252.37 seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried.  
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• Other Business – included the following. 
o There was discussion on the possibility of logging one of the Potlatch 40s in the future 

and who we would contact and if it would be good for the township or not. No decisions 
were made, just preliminary information discussed. 

o Grants estimates for the garage doors were discussed and Supervisor Bennett moved to 
take the lower of the 2 estimates for both doors and opener, seconded by Supervisor 
Johnson and the motion carried. 

o The final grant reports for the Solar Project were reviewed, discussed, and approved with 
corrections to send in. Earlier in the meeting Simon Eddy was on the phone and provided 
the Board with a quick update that the project is completed and the app is showing that 
the panels are working.   

o Supervisors Card and Johnson provided a brief recap of what the Emergency Management 
full scale exercise consisted of. 

o Supervisors Card and Schmit provided a book from the Legal Seminar they attended for 
others to review as they wish. 

 

Adjournment: Supervisor Schmit moved to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the motion 
carried with the meeting adjourning at 9:15 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by,  
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Jenna Ruggles, Clerk     Greg Booth, Chair 

 
These minutes were approved as amended on October 2, 2025 by Supervisor Card, seconded by 
Supervisor Schmit and the motion carried with Supervisors Bennett, Card, Johnson, Schmit and Booth.   
 
 
Date: 10.02.2025 
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