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Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting 
Thursday September 4th, 2025 

 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call: Chair Booth called the Board of Supervisors Meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Those present at the meeting were Supervisors 
Greg Booth, Greg Bennett, Arlene Schmit, Bob Johnson, Keith Card and Clerk Jenna Ruggles. Others in 
attendance included Road Contractor: Ryan Bodell and PC Chair: Dave Johnson, and residents Pax & 
Vanessa Cox. The sign-in sheet is attached.  
 

Agenda: Supervisor Schmit moved to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennett and the motion carried.   
 

Public Input: Mr. Johnson was here to discuss with the Township Board a few items; one was 2 benches 
he had for options at Sylvan Park. Supervisor Schmit moved to approve purchasing the second bench 
for $60 and having Mr. Johnson refinish it, seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. Next 
Mr. Johnson discussed how he and Supervisor Johnson went out and put up the no trespassing signs and 
cleaned up the woods where there was a squatter. There were 4 full black bags of trash from him. Then 
he discussed the 2 variances that Cass County had site visits on earlier in the week. The 2 
recommendations are below. 

• 2523 River Glen Ln SW Pillager – Mr. Lind: The application has proposed a variance to a 120-foot 
setback from the river. It is the opinion of the site visit representative from Sylvan Township that 
if the applicant can provide a plan for Cass County ESD staff that ensure stormwater runoff will be 
directed away from the river the variance should be granted. 

•  1506 Oak Ridge Rd SW Pillager – Mr. VanVickle: The site visit representative from Sylvan 
Township recommends granting the variance. The proposed footprint reduces the encroachment 
of the existing structure on the east side by approximately 3 feet. Most of the additional square 
footage is toward the garage and not toward either side shoreline. Since this property drains 
sharply toward the water on either side it is our recommendation that particular attention should 
be directed to the stormwater management plan to minimize impact on the Gull River. 

Supervisor Bennett moved to send these recommendations to Cass County for both Mr. Lind and 
Mr. VanVickle, seconded by Supervisor Schmit and the motions both carried.  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Cox were present to discuss a driveway permit they have and the issues they have been having 
with a neighbor. Mr. Cox showed the Board where he proposed his new driveway go and the Board let 
him know that he could not cross a neighbor’s land and that the right-of-way doesn’t belong to the 
Township that we simply have the right by MN Statute to use the rights-of-way on Township roads. The 
Board thought there was a county setback from a neighboring property line that needs to be followed and 
didn’t know if off hand. Supervisor Bennett indicated that he remembered it being 10’ but he would call 
Cass County in the morning and get back to Mr. Cox. There was further discussion to add the setback 
into Sylvan’s Ordinance after the correct distance is established. 
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Clerk/Treasurers Report: 
• Meeting Minutes – Supervisor Card moved to approve the Board Meeting minutes from 

August 21st, 2025 as presented, seconded by Supervisor Johnson and the motion carried. 
• Financials – were tabled until next meeting. 

 

Old Business/Reports:   
• Bryan Drown, Road Project Engineer, Bolton & Menk – was not present but provided an 

update that the final pieces of the 2025 Road Project, the curbing was scheduled to be completed 
tomorrow. 

• Ryan Bodell, Road Contractor, Bodell Landscape & Excavation – Provided an update that he 
had been repairing holes on Dandelion, Upper and Lower Sylvan, he had graded Dandelion, 37th 
Ave, and added Class5 and graded Whitetail corner. He also had cleared a tree across East Lake 
Ridge and started brushing on 33rd Avenue. Next week’s plans are for brushing on Bigwater and 
Arrowhead and grading Acorn. 

• Road Supervisors reported –  
o Supervisor Schmit reported the following. 

 She spoke with Roger, from Fairview’s Board, he indicated that they are still 
waiting for an easement from the County for the land where we will be pushing 
and piling snow on West Lake Ridge, since a driveway went in where we used to 
push it. 

 She indicated that the driveway on Happy Go Lucky is complete. 
o Supervisor Johnson reported the following. 

 He was working with Mr. Cox on the driveway permit and the neighbor dispute. 
 He also had a resident call him regarding the tree across East Lake Ridge. 

o Supervisor Bennett reported the following. 
 He first Thanked Supervisor Schmit for all her hard work, quick responses, and 

dedication she has been putting on the Township roads. Since she retired, she 
really has helped to make the roads better by paying close attention and getting 
our contractor out to get the work completed in a timely manner. 

 He received a petition from the residents on 42nd Avenue for the Township to take 
over that road. He plans to talk with Mr. Drown regarding the past request for this 
road to provide the group with the old numbers to make sure they want to 
continue to move forward now.   

o Chair Booth also let the Board and Ryan Bodell know that there is a hold and should work 
needed to be repaired on 13th and 120th. 

• Pillager Fire Report was provided and is attached.   
• Solar Project was discussed, and it was added to invite Mr. Winkelman to the next meeting for 

an update and further direction. 
 

New Business: 
• Sourcewell Internship is scheduled to end of next week. Clerk Ruggles asked the Board if they 

wanted to do a second round with Zubeyde Alici-Krousey and they agreed after discussion and 
Supervisor Card moved to offer Zubeyde Alici-Krousey a second round (16-week) internship  
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at the same pay and benefits as is in place now, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the 
motion carried. 

• Notice for Public Hearing to publish were reviewed. After discussion on adding the parcel 
numbers to the notice, Supervisor Bennett moved to publish the notice as amended, seconded 
by Supervisor Card and the motion carried. 

• MAT Annual District Meeting was attended by Supervisor Card; he reported back that topics 
included using IUPs in place of CUPs as then the permit is void when property is sold. Another 
topic was that the Legal Seminar coming up is going to be great and that MAT sent out a email 
blast for the CABT. 

• Clerk Ruggles also provided a Save the Date note regarding an Emergency Management Disaster 
Response on-site training in Nisswa for Supervisors and Clerks on October 15th. 

  

Other Township Business: 
• Correspondence – was read including the Cass Co permit log, deposits, STR report, Electrical 

report for the Solar Project and the Training information for the LBAE. 
• Review Claims – Supervisor Bennett moved to approve claim numbers 030000 to 030004 

and EFT claim numbers E25090401 to E25090417 in the amount of $440,379.95 and the 
payroll numbers AP25090201 – AP25090214 in the amount of $7,048.88 for a total of 
$447,428.83 seconded by Supervisor Card and the motion carried.  

• Other Business – included the following. 
o Clerk Ruggles provided Quotes for the cement work on the first shop floor and the front 

sidewalk, after discussion Supervisor Card moved to approve going for the Impact 
Funding for amount of the lowest bid for the cement work and including the 
lowest garage door quote when we get them next week, seconded by Supervisor 
Johnson and the motion carried with Supervisor Bennett abstaining. 

 

Adjournment: Supervisor Schmit moved to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Bennett and the motion 
carried with the meeting adjourning at 9:01 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by,  
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Jenna Ruggles, Clerk     Greg Booth, Chair 

 
These minutes were approved as presented on September 18, 2025 by Supervisor Schmit, seconded by 
Supervisor Bennett and the motion carried with Supervisors Bennett, Card, Johnson, Schmit and Booth.   
 
 
Date: 09.21.2025 

mailto:info@sylvantwp.com
http://www.sylvantwp.com/

