Revised: 1/12/2026

ORDINANCE NO.             --
AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO GOLF CART USE

SYLVAN TOWNSHIP

COUNTY OF CASS, STATE OF MINNESOTA
(Note: A separate ordinance for ATV’s is Ordinance No. __)
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SYLVAN DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section One: GOLF CART USE.

Subd. 1. Driving, Operating, or Control of Motorized Golf Carts. A motorized golf cart may be driven, operated, or controlled on the roadways or shoulders or otherwise within the public right-of-way of roadways under the jurisdiction of the Township, pursuant to the requirements of this section.

A. Definitions: For the purposes of this Section, a golf cart is any self-propelled vehicle of the type and style designated for and commonly used by patrons of golf courses, but excluding vehicles commonly known as all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and defined as such by Minnesota Rules, Chapter 6102.

Subd. 2. Permits. It is unlawful for any person to drive, operate, or be in control of any motorized golf cart on the roadways or shoulders of roadways under the jurisdiction of the Township, unless the driver, operator, or person in control has in his or her actual physical possession a valid, current, and unrevoked permit, for such driving, operation, or control of a motorized golf cart.

Subd. 3. Fees. The Sylvan Township Board of Supervisors may, from time to time, establish reasonable fees for the issuance of Golf Cart permits.

Subd. 4. Permit Issuance. Permits shall be issued by the Township Clerk upon compliance with this Section:

A. Permits for operation of a motorized golf cart shall be issued to persons currently validly licensed to drive motor vehicles as defined by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169. No person whose license to drive is suspended, revoked, cancelled, or withdrawn may be issued a permit. Application for a permit shall include the name and address of the applicant; the state of issuance of applicant’s current driver’s license; the number of such driver’s license; applicant’s representation that such driver’s license is not suspended, revoked, cancelled, or withdrawn; the date of application and applicant’s signature; the name of the applicant’s insurance company; the number of applicant’s current insurance policy; and the date of expiration of applicant’s coverage for such vehicle.
B.  An applicant must submit complete and accurate information describing any disability that may limit the applicant’s ability to operate a golf cart.  Failure to provide complete and accurate information may result in the cancellation of the applicant’s permit.  In addition, if an applicant has a disability that the Clerk determines may affect the applicant’s ability to operate a golf cart, the Clerk may require an applicant to submit a certificate signed by a physician to the effect that the applicant is able to safely operate a motorized golf cart on the roadways or shoulder of roadways under the jurisdiction of the Township.
Subd. 5. Revocation of Permit. A permit may be revoked by the Clerk if there is any material misrepresentation made in the permit application, liability insurance is no longer in effect, the applicant or applicant’s authorized driver, operator, or controller would not otherwise be eligible to receive a permit, or if there is evidence that the permittee, or the permittee’s authorized driver, operator, or controller, cannot safely operate the motorized golf cart on the roadways or shoulders of roadways under the jurisdiction of the Township. Revoked permits or authorizations shall be returned to the Clerk. Notice of revocation of a permit shall be issued by the Clerk by certified mail addressed to the permit holder at the address shown on the permit application, and revocation shall be effective three (3) days after date of mailing. 

Subd. 6. Unlawful Acts. It is unlawful for any person to drive, operate, or control any motorized golf cart on the roadways or shoulders of roadways under the jurisdiction of the Township:

A. Between sunset and sunrise;
B. In inclement weather, when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions, or at any time when there is insufficient light clearly to see a person or vehicle on a roadway at a distance of five hundred (500) feet;
C. Without prominent display of a slow moving vehicle emblem provided in Minnesota Statutes, Section 169.522, on the rear of such vehicle;
D. Without prominent display of the permit number permanently affixed to the vehicle, visible from the rear, with numbers at least 1 ½ inches high with a 3/16-inch stroke.
E. Without a mirror so located as to reflect to the driver, operator, or controller, a view of the roadway for a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet to the rear of such vehicle;
F. Without insurance coverage complying with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 65B.48, Subdivision 5;
G. Contrary to any traffic law of the State of Minnesota, except when those provisions cannot reasonably be applied to motorized golf carts or 4-wheel, all-terrain vehicles, or are not applied, by reason of Minnesota Statutes, Section 169.045, Subdivision 7;
H. Contrary to any other provisions of this Chapter;
I. Without a current and valid permit, as provided herein:
J. To ride a golf cart in the road ditch.
Subd. 7. Riding on Township Road. Golf carts must be ridden on the extreme right hand side of the driven roadway. When more than one (1) golf cart are riding together they must drive in single file.
Section Two:  Repeal.  This ordinance shall supersede and repeal all ordinances or policies inconsistent herewith.

Section Three:  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as provided by law. 

Section Four:  Assumption of Liability.  Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as an assumption of liability by the Township for any injuries to persons or property which may result from the operation of a motorized golf cart by a permit holder or the failure of the Township to revoke a license.

Section Five:  Violation and Penalties.  Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor.
ADOPTION

Adopted by the Sylvan Township Board of Supervisors this _______ day of ____________, 2025, on the motion of Supervisor                     , seconded by Supervisor                          .
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